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The Cochrane Library 2011  

Impact Factor and usage Data Pack  
 

 
 

1. The impact factor of the Cochrane Database of Systematic Reviews 

(CDSR): 
 

a) Each year in June Thomson Reuters publish the impact factors of all journals indexed in the 

ISI Journal Citation Report. 

 

b) The 2011 impact factor for CDSR is 5.912, which describes the ratio of the number of 

reviews published during 2009 and 2010 (1306) to the number of citations these reviews 

received in 2011 (7721).  

 

A review published in the CDSR in 2009 or 2010 was cited, on average, 5.912 times in 2011. 

 
c) The  top 10 cited reviews (2011) published in the CDSR (all CRGs) contributing to the 2011 

impact factor are: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When considering the data presented below, please be aware of the following: 

 The dataset we have used to generate impact factors for individual review groups (ISI Web 

of Science) is slightly different to the dataset that ISI use to calculate the impact factors of 

journals (the Journal Citation Report).  Individual Cochrane Review Group (CRG) impact 

factor data, therefore, should not be quoted as “official” impact factors, but can be used 

within the Collaboration. 

 Both ISI databases (Web of Science and Journal Citation Report) report upon the number of 

articles published in a year.  For The Cochrane Database of Systematic Reviews (CDSR) this 

means all new reviews plus all updated Reviews that have a new citation record. 

 Each individual review group faces a variety of challenges in the publication of Cochrane 

Reviews, and some of these may impact upon the data presented below.  For example, if a 

CRG publishes a large number of updated Reviews with new citation records these may 

increase the ratio of publications to citations, thereby lowering the impact factor. 
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CD 
Number 

Title Authors Review Group 
Times 
Cited 

CD007146 
Interventions for preventing falls in older 

people living in the community 
Gillespie, LD; Robertson, MC; Gillespie, WJ; Lamb, SE; 

Gates, S; Cumming, RG; Rowe, BH 
Bone, Joint and Muscle 

Trauma Group 
141 

CD001872 Interventions for treating obesity in children 
Luttikhuis, HO; Baur, L; Jansen, H; Shrewsbury, VA; 

O'Malley, C; Stolk, RP; Summerbell, CD 
Heart Group 79 

CD001431 
Decision aids for people facing health 

treatment or screening decisions 

O'Connor, AM; Bennett, CL; Stacey, D; Barry, M; Col, NF; 
Eden, KB; Entwistle, VA; Fiset, V; Holmes-Rovner, M; 

Khangura, S; Llewellyn-Thomas, H; Rovner, D 

Consumers and 
Communication Group 

70 

CD003030 
Continuing education meetings and 

workshops: effects on professional practice 
and health care outcomes 

Forsetlund, L; Bjorndal, A; Rashidian, A; Jamtvedt, G; 
O'Brien, MA; Wolf, F; Davis, D; Odgaard-Jensen, J; 

Oxman, AD 

Effective Practice and 
Organisation of Care Group 

56 

MR000008 
Methods to increase response to postal and 

electronic questionnaires 
Edwards, PJ; Roberts, I; Clarke, MJ; DiGuiseppi, C; 
Wentz, R; Kwan, I; Cooper, R; Felix, LM; Pratap, S 

Methodology Review Group 55 

CD005465 
Interventions for preventing falls in older 

people in nursing care facilities and hospitals 
Cameron, ID; Murray, GR; Gillespie, LD; Robertson, MC; 

Hill, KD; Cumming, RG; Kerse, N 
Bone, Joint and Muscle 

Trauma Group 
52 

CD004366 Exercise for depression 
Mead, GE; Morley, W; Campbell, P; Greig, CA; McMurdo, 

M; Lawlor, DA 
Depression, Anxiety and 

Neurosis Group 
45 

CD003677 
Surgical approach to hysterectomy for benign 

gynaecological disease 
Nieboer, TE; Johnson, N; Lethaby, A; Tavender, E; Curr, 

E; Garry, R; van Voorst, S; Mol, BWJ; Kluivers, KB 
Menstrual Disorders and 

Subfertility Group 
45 

CD004014 
Surgical management of pelvic organ prolapse 

in women 
Maher, C; Feiner, B; Baessler, K; Adams, EJ; Hagen, S; 

Glazener, CMA 
Incontinence Group 42 

CD007651 
School-based physical activity programs for 

promoting physical activity and fitness in 
children and adolescents aged 6-18 

Dobbins, M; De Corby, K; Robeson, P; Husson, H; Tirilis, 
D 

Metabolic and Endocrine 
Disorders Group 

41 
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d) CDSR is ranked 10th of 153 journals in the “Medicine, General and Internal” category, 

placing it in the top five percent of all titles listed in the ISI Journal Citation Report: 
 

Journal 
2011 
Rank 

2011 
IF 

Reviews 
published 

Citations to 
Reviews 

only 

IF 
Reviews 

only 

% 
Reviews 
uncited 

Self-
citation 

rate 

IF w/o 
self-

citations 

NEJM 1 53.298 68 2925 43.015 - 1% 52.773 

LANCET 2 38.278 95 2711 28.537 - 3% 37.025 

JAMA-J AM 
MED ASSOC 

3 30.026 39 1435 36.795 - 2% 29.368 

ANN 
INTERN 

MED 
4 16.733 61 960 15.738 - 2% 16.305 

PLOS MED 5 16.269 21 519 24.714 - 3% 15.736 

BRIT MED J 6 14.093 128 698 5.453 17.2% 5% 13.285 

ARCH 
INTERN 

MED 
7 11.462 31 601 19.387 6.5% 4% 10.980 

CAN MED 
ASSOC J 

8 8.217 41 190 4.634 17.1% 4% 7.842 

BMC MED 9 6.035 28 231 8.250 3.6% 1% 5.972 

CDSR 10 5.912 1306 7721 5.912 15.3% 4% 5.630 

 
 
e) In 2007, the CDSR received its first impact factor.  Since then the influence of the CDSR in the 

Medicine, General & Internal category has steadily grown.  Over the five year period (2007-
2011), the total number of citations received by the CDSR has more than doubled. 

 

Year Ranking 
Impact 
Factor 

In-Window 
Cites 

Citable 
items 

Total 
Cites 

Self-citation rate 
IF w/o self-

citations 

2011 10 5.912 7721 1306 29,593 
5%  

(1563 of 29,593) 
5.630 

2010 10 6.186 6978 1128 27,366 
7%  

(2030 of 27,366) 
5.784 

2009 11 5.653 6574 1163 23,102 
6%  

(1461 of 23,102) 
5.305 

2008 12 5.182 6281 1212 19,444 
5%  

(1099 of 19,444) 
4.950 

2007 14 4.654 5240 1126 14,622 
7%  

(1085 of 14,622) 
4.370 
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f) For the first time since receiving the first impact factor in 2007; the impact factor of the 

CDSR did not increase.  A look at the breakdown of the CDSR impact factor by year from 
2009-2011 shows that the reviews published in 2010 were not as highly cited as the 
equivalent set of reviews published in prior years. 

 

CDSR Impact 
Factor Year 

Cites in 2011 to 
items published in: 

No. of items 
published in: 

Average number of 
citations per year: 

2011 
2010 = 3179 2010 = 704 4.516 

2009 = 4542 2009 = 602 7.545 

2010 
2009 = 3269 2009 = 602 5.430 

2008 = 3709 2008 = 526 7.051 

2009 
2008 = 2592 2008 = 526 4.928 

2007 = 3982 2007 = 637 6.251 

 
 
In 2010, 14.5% more reviews were published than in 2009.  The CDSR published the 
highest number of citable items of the journals in the Medicine, General & Internal category 
in 2010.  The top 5 journals in terms of number of citable items published in 2010 are:  

 

Journal Title 
No. of items 

published in 2010 
Impact Factor rank 

in category 

CDSR 704 10 

Chinese Medical Journal 689 83 

Internal Medicine 438 80 

Journal of Korean Medical Science 347 87 

NEJM 345 1 

 
18% of reviews published in 2010 were not cited in the 2011 impact factor window 
compared with 14% published in 2009 that were not cited in the 2010 impact factor 
window. 

 
 

 
 

2. The impact factors of individual Cochrane Review Groups (CRGs): 
 

a) Figure 1, details the number of publications and citations contributing to the 2011 impact 

factor for each CRG as a percentage of the CDSR. Figure 2 shows the 2011 CRG impact factor 

for each CRG.  Figure 3 shows a comparison between the 2011 CRG impact factor and the 

2010 CRG impact factors for each CRG.  It is important to remember that these figures have 

been calculated using datasets from ISI Web of Science and are not ‘official’ impact factors.  
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Figure 1: % Publications (dark blue) and % Citations (light blue) of CDSR for each CRG (in order of percentage of publications) 
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Figure 2: “Impact Factor” for each CRG (i.e. number of cites in 2011 to reviews published in 2009–2010, divided by the number of reviews 

published in 2009–2010) 
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Figure 3: % CRG impact factor difference 2010-2011 for each CRG 
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3. How the citation data compare to Wiley Online Library usage data: 
 

a) Each Review in CDSR, regardless of publication date, was accessed in full-text format on 

average 567.89 times during 2011 (5,134 articles accessed 2,915,558 times).  This is a slight 

decrease of 3.9% on the 2010 figure of 589.96 (4,615 articles accessed 2,722,663 times). 

 

b) The top ten most accessed  reviews are:  

 

Review Title 
Full Text 
Accesses 

Abstract 
accesses 

CRG 

Interventions for preventing obesity in children 10,536 28,946 Heart Group 

Statins for the primary prevention of 
cardiovascular disease 

10,256 31,565 Heart Group 

Interventions for preventing falls in older 
people living in the community 

9,192 21,520 
Bone, Joint and Muscle 

Trauma Group 

Interventions for treating obesity in children 6,947 16,658 Heart Group 

Zinc for the common cold 6,886 32,296 
Acute Respiratory Infections 

Group 

Support surfaces for pressure ulcer prevention 6,766 16,624 Wounds Group 

Interventions for preventing falls in older 
people in nursing care facilities and hospitals 

6,359 14,661 
Bone, Joint and Muscle 

Trauma Group 

Interventions for preventing falls in elderly 
people 

5,935 8,286 
Bone, Joint and Muscle 

Trauma Group 

Interventions to improve hand hygiene 
compliance in patient care 

5,794 13,973 
Effective Practice and 

Organisation of Care Group 

Discharge planning from hospital to home 5,587 14,981 
Effective Practice and 

Organisation of Care Group 

 

 

4. The usage of  individual Cochrane Review Groups: 
 

a) Figure 4, details the number of publications and full text accesses contributing to the usage 

figure of 567.89 for each CRG as a percentage of the CDSR.  Figure 5 shows the average 

usage per review as accessed via Wiley Online Library during 2011 (regardless of 

publication date).  Figure 6 shows a comparison between the 2011 usage figure and the 

2010 usage figure for each CRG.  
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Figure 4: % Publications (dark blue) and % Full Text Accesses (light blue) of CDSR for each CRG (in order of percentage of publications) 
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Figure 5: Average number of full-text accesses during 2011 by Cochrane Review Group  
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Figure 6: % average full text access difference 2010-2011 for each CRG 
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5. Increasing the reach of Cochrane Reviews 
 

a) Podcasts are recorded, a Cochrane Journal Club is produced and Cochrane Reviews are 

press released on a monthly basis.  These three initiatives undoubtedly boost the usage 

of Cochrane Reviews and enable a global audience to access Cochrane Reviews in 

different formats. 

 

b) The top ten most accessed podcasts in 2011 are: 

 

Title 
Release 

date 
Unique 
Visits 

CRG 

Oxygen therapy for acute myocardial infarction Jun 2010 560 Heart Group 

Music interventions for improving psychological and 
physical outcomes in cancer patients 

Aug 2011 554 
Gynaecological 
Cancer Group 

Single dose oral analgesics for acute postoperative 
pain in adults 

Sep 2011 492 
Pain, Palliative and 

Supportive Care 
Group 

Probiotics for treating acute infectious diarrhoea Nov 2010 447 
Infectious Diseases 

Group 

Community wide interventions for increasing 
physical activity 

May 2011 426 
Public Health 

Group 

Green tea (Camellia sinensis) for the prevention of 
cancer 

Jul 2009 424 
Gynaecological 
Cancer Group 

Antifibrinolytic drugs for acute traumatic injury Jan 2011 406 Injuries Group 

Selenium for preventing cancer May 2011 393 
Gynaecological 
Cancer Group 

Antiemetics for reducing vomiting related to acute 
gastroenteritis in children and adolescents 

Sep 2011 378 

Upper 
Gastrointestinal 
and Pancreatic 
Diseases Group 

Spinal manipulative therapy for chronic low-back 
pain 

Feb 2011 364 Back Group 

 
Podcast authors are encouraged (if it is possible) to record their podcast in a different 

language as well as English.  In 2011, nine podcasts were recorded in languages other 

than English including Chinese, Danish, Dutch, Finnish, Hindi, Portugese and Spanish. 
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c) The number of unique visits to the Cochrane Journal Club during 2011 are as follows: 

 

Title 
Releas
e date 

Unique 
Visits*  

CRG 

Targeting intensive glycaemic control versus targeting 
conventional glycaemic control for type 2 diabetes mellitus 

Jul 
2011 

2,341 
Metabolic and 

Endocrine Disorders 
Group 

Single dose oral analgesics for acute post operative pain in 
adults 

Oct 
2011 

2,332 
Pain, Palliative and 

Supportive Care Group 

Music interventions for improving psychological and 
physical outcomes in cancer patients 

Sep 
2011 

1,642 
Gynaecological Cancer 

Group 

Antifibrinolytic drugs for acute traumatic injury 
Mar 

2011 
1,504 Injuries Group 

Cognitive reframing for carers of people with dementia 
Dec 

2011 
1,347 

Dementia and Cognitive 
Improvement Group 

Selenium for preventing cancer 
Jun 

2011 
1,302 

Gynaecological Cancer 
Group 

Interventions for improving mobility after hip fracture 
surgery in adults 

Apr 
2011 

1,293 
Bone, Joint and Muscle 

Trauma Group 

Community wide interventions for increasing physical 
activity 

May 
2011 

1,226 Public Health Group 

Reduced or modified dietary fat for preventing 
cardiovascular disease 

Aug 
2011 

908 Heart Group 

Vitamin D supplementation for improving bone mineral 
density in children 

Jan 
2011 

870 Musculoskeletal Group 

Antiemetics for reducing vomiting related to acute 
gastroenteritis in children and adolescents 

Nov 
2011 

794 
Upper Gastrointestinal 

and Pancreatic Diseases 
Group 

Laxatives or methylnaltrexone for the management of 
constipation in palliative care patients 

Feb 
2011 

677 
Pain, Palliative and 

Supportive Care Group 

* Data is taken from the first two months after release 
 
 

The top 10 Journal Clubs in the table above were viewed by a total of 173 countries 

including visits from 80 (73%) of the countries on the Cochrane Evidence Aid programme. 
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d) The five Cochrane press releases that received the most media attention in 2011 are: 

 

Issue Title CRG 
Number 
of clips 

Issue 2 
Zinc Reduces the Burden of the Common Cold 
Cochrane Review: Zinc for the common cold 

Acute Respiratory Infections 
Group 

1,051 

Issue 7 
Cutting Down on Salt Doesn’t Reduce Your Chance of Dying 
Cochrane Review: Reduced or modified dietary fat for 
preventing cardiovascular disease 

Heart Group 907 

Issue 1 
Statins: Benefits Questionable in Low-Risk Patients 
Cochrane Review: Statins for the primary prevention 
of cardiovascular disease 

Heart Group 492 

Issue 1 
Antioxidants May Improve Chances of Conceiving In Male 
Subfertility  
Cochrane Review: Antioxidants for male subfertility 

Menstrual Disorders and 
Subfertility Group 

349 

Issue 8 

Music Reduces Anxiety in Cancer Patients 
Cochrane Review: Music interventions for improving 
psychological and physical outcomes in cancer 
patients 

Gynaecological Cancer Group 344 

 
Figure 7 shows the spread of non-English language coverage in 2010.  The countries 

represented are those who translated 5 or more Cochrane Reviews. 

 

Figure 7: Non-English language coverage of Cochrane Press Releases in 2011 
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Additional resources: 
 

 A Frequently Asked Questions document (FAQ) is available from The Cochrane Library 

homepage, which describes the CDSR impact factor and contains additional information 

about the citation index. You can access this document here. 

 If you have any further queries regarding the data presented in this report, please 

contact Gavin Stewart (gstewart@wiley.com). 

  

http://www.thecochranelibrary.com/view/0/AboutTheCochraneLibrary.html

