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The Cochrane Library  

Impact Factor Data Pack – July 2011 
 

 
 

1. The impact factor of the Cochrane Database of Systematic Reviews 

(CDSR): 
 

a) Each year in June Thompson Reuters publish the impact factors of all journals indexed in the 

ISI Journal Citation Report. 

 

b) The 2010 impact factor for CDSR is 6.186, which describes the ratio of the number of 

reviews published during 2008 and 2009 (1128) to the number of citations these reviews 

received in 2010 (6978).  

 

A review published in the CDSR in 2008 or 2009 was cited, on average, 6.186 times in 2010. 

 
c) The  top 10 cited reviews (2010) published in the CDSR (all CRGs) contributing to the 2010 

impact factor are: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When considering the data presented below, please be aware of the following: 

 The dataset we have used to generate impact factors for individual review groups (ISI Web 

of Science) is slightly different to the dataset that ISI use to calculate the impact factors of 

journals (the Journal Citation Report).  Individual Cochrane Review Group (CRG) impact 

factor data, therefore, should not be quoted as “official” impact factors, but can be used 

within the Collaboration. 

 Both ISI databases (Web of Science and Journal Citation Report) report upon the number of 

articles published in a year.  For The Cochrane Database of Systematic Reviews (CDSR) this 

means all new reviews plus all updated Reviews that have a new citation record. 

 Each individual review group faces a variety of challenges in the publication of Cochrane 

Reviews, and some of these may impact upon the data presented below.  For example, if a 

CRG publishes a large number of updated Reviews with new citation records these may 

increase the ratio of publications to citations, thereby lowering the impact factor. 

 The 2010 impact factor is based upon articles published during 2008 and 2009; therefore, 

CRGs that did not publish a review in 2008 or 2009 are not included in the impact factor 

calculation.  The Public Health Group did not publish a Review in 2008 or 2009 (See ‘CRG’s 

taken from TCL website spreadsheet’), therefore are not represented in Figures 2, 3 and 4.  

All fifty-three CRGs are represented in Figures 5, 6 and 7.   
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CD 
Number 

Title Authors Review Group 
Times 
Cited 

CD007146 
Interventions for preventing falls in older people living in the 

community 

Gillespie, LD; Robertson, MC; Gillespie, 
WJ; Lamb, SE; Gates, S; Cumming, RG; 

Rowe, BH 

Bone, Joint and Muscle 
Trauma Group 

89 

CD000011 Interventions for enhancing medication adherence 
Haynes, RB; Ackloo, E; Sahota, N; 

McDonald, HP; Yao, X 
Consumers and 

Communication Group 
85 

 

CD000146 Nicotine replacement therapy for smoking cessation Stead, LF; Perera, R; Mant, D; Lancaster, T Tobacco Addiction Group 78 

CD001872 Interventions for treating obesity in children 
Luttikhuis, HO; Baur, L; Jansen, H; 

Shrewsbury, VA; O'Malley, C; Stolk, RP; 
Summerbell, CD 

Heart Group 50 

MR000006 
Publication bias in clinical trials due to statistical significance or 

direction of trial results 
Hopewell, S; Loudon, K; Clarke, MJ; 

Oxman, AD; Dickersin, K 
Methodology Review 

Group 
45 

CD005381 
Physical activity and enhanced fitness to improve cognitive 

function in older people without known cognitive impairment 
Angevaren, M; Aufdemkampe, G; Verhaar, 

HJJ; Aleman, A; Vanhees, L 
Dementia and Cognitive 

Impairment Group 
45 

CD007176 
Antioxidant supplements for prevention of mortality in healthy 

participants and patients with various diseases 
Bjelakovic, G; Nikolova, D; Ll, G; Simonetti, 

RG; Gluud, C 
Hepato-Biliary Group 37 

CD000422 Vaccines for preventing pneumococcal infection in adults 
Moberley, SA; Holden, J; Tatham, DP; 

Andrews, RM 
Acute Respiratory 
Infections Group 

36 

CD006145 Exercise for the management of cancer-related fatigue in adults Cramp, F; Daniel, J 
Pain, Palliative and 

Supportive Care Group 
35 

CD000165 Physician advice for smoking cessation Stead, LF; Bergson, G; Lancester, T Tobacco Addiction Group 34 
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d) CDSR is ranked 10th of 151 journals in the “Medicine, General and Internal” category, 

placing it in the top five percent of all titles listed in the ISI Journal Citation Report: 
 

Journal 
2010 
Rank 

2010 
IF 

Reviews 
published 

Citations to 
Reviews 

only 

IF 
Reviews 

only 

% Reviews 
uncited 

Self-
citation 

rate 

IF w/o 
self-

citations 

NEJM 1 53.484 73 2989 40.945 0.00% 1% 52.773 

LANCET 2 33.633 136 3303 24.286 0.74% 3% 32.52 

JAMA 3 30.011 58 1627 28.051 6.90% 2% 29.214 

ANN 
INTERN 

MED 
4 16.729 66 1129 17.106 1.52% 3% 16.137 

PLOS 
MED 

5 15.617 16 190 11.875 6.25% 2% 15.242 

BMJ 6 13.471 129 621 4.813 16.28% 6% 12.649 

ANNU 
REV 
MED 

7 12.457 70 872 12.457 4.29% 0% 12.386 

ARCH 
INTERN 

MED 
8 10.639 22 320 14.545 0.00% 2% 10.323 

CMAJ 9 9.015 45 239 5.311 8.89% 4% 8.621 

CDSR 10 6.186 1128 6978 6.186 10.55% 6% 5.784 

 
 
e) In 2007, the CDSR received its first impact factor.  Since then the influence of the CDSR in the 

Medicine, General & Internal category has steadily grown.  Over the four year period (2007-
2010), the total number of citations received by the CDSR has nearly doubled. 

 

Year Ranking 
Impact 
Factor 

In-Window 
Cites 

Citable 
items 

Total 
Cites 

Self-citation rate 
IF w/o self-

citations 

2010 10 6.186 6978 1128 27,366 
7%  

(2030 of 27,366) 
5.784 

2009 11 5.653 6574 1163 23,102 
6%  

(1461 of 23,102) 
5.305 

2008 12 5.182 6281 1212 19,444 
5%  

(1099 of 19,444) 
4.950 

2007 14 4.654 5240 1126 14,622 
7%  

(1085 of 14,622) 
4.370 
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Figure 1: Average annual impact factor difference of the top 10 ranked journals in the 
Medicine, General & Internal category (2010) between 2007 and 2010 
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Figure 1 demonstrates how the impact factor of the CDSR has increased steadily from 2007 
compared to the competitor journals in the top 10 ranking of the Medicine General & 
Internal category.  The impact factor of the CDSR has increased by an average of 10% year 
on year since 2007. 

 
 
f) The release of the 2010 impact factor means that for the first time the CDSR received a 5-

year impact factor of 6.346.  The 5-year impact factor is calculated in the same way as the 
yearly impact factor but over a 5-year period.  The CDSR is ranked 10th of 102 journals that 
have a 5-year impact factor in the Medicine, General & Internal category. 
 

 

2. The impact factors of individual Cochrane Review Groups (CRGs): 
 

a) Figure 2, details the number of publications and citations contributing to the 2010 impact 

factor for each CRG as a percentage of the CDSR. Figure 3 shows the 2010 CRG impact factor 

for each CRG.  Figure 4 shows a comparison between the 2010 CRG impact factor and the 

2009 CRG impact factor for each CRG.  It is important to remember that these figures have 

been calculated using datasets from ISI Web of Science and are not ‘official’ impact factors.  
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Figure 2: % Publications (dark blue) and % Citations (light blue) of CDSR for each CRG (in order of percentage of publications) 
 

 

0%

1%

2%

3%

4%

5%

6%

7%

P
re

g
n

a
n

cy
 a

n
d

 C
h

il
d

b
ir

th
 G

ro
u

p

P
a

in
, 

P
a

ll
ia

ti
v
e

 a
n

d
 S

u
p

p
o

rt
iv

e
 C

a
re

 G
ro

u
p

M
e

n
st

ru
a

l 
D

is
o

rd
e

rs
 a

n
d

 S
u

b
fe

rt
il

it
y
 G

ro
u

p

A
ir

w
a

y
s 

G
ro

u
p

N
e

o
n

a
ta

l 
G

ro
u

p

S
tr

o
k

e
 G

ro
u

p

A
cu

te
 R

e
sp

ir
a

to
ry

 I
n

fe
ct

io
n

s 
G

ro
u

p

H
e

p
a

to
-B

il
ia

ry
 G

ro
u

p

C
y
st

ic
 F

ib
ro

si
s 

a
n

d
 G

e
n

e
ti

c 
D

is
o

rd
e

rs
 G

ro
u

p

N
e

u
ro

m
u

sc
u

la
r 

D
is

e
a

se
 G

ro
u

p

O
ra

l 
H

e
a

lt
h

 G
ro

u
p

M
u

sc
u

lo
sk

e
le

ta
l 

G
ro

u
p

D
e

v
e

lo
p

m
e

n
ta

l,
 P

sy
ch

o
so

ci
a

l 
a

n
d

 L
e

a
rn

in
g

 …

E
y
e

s 
a

n
d

 V
is

io
n

 G
ro

u
p

R
e

n
a

l 
G

ro
u

p

A
n

a
e

st
h

e
si

a
 G

ro
u

p

S
ch

iz
o

p
h

re
n

ia
 G

ro
u

p

D
e

p
re

ss
io

n
, 

A
n

x
ie

ty
 a

n
d

 N
e

u
ro

si
s 

G
ro

u
p

E
ff

e
ct

iv
e

 P
ra

ct
ic

e
 a

n
d

 O
rg

a
n

is
a

ti
o

n
 o

f 
C

a
re

 G
ro

u
p

In
ju

ri
e

s 
G

ro
u

p

P
e

ri
p

h
e

ra
l 
V

a
sc

u
la

r 
D

is
e

a
se

s 
G

ro
u

p

D
e

m
e

n
ti

a
 a

n
d

 C
o

g
n

it
iv

e
 I

m
p

ro
v
e

m
e

n
t 

G
ro

u
p

C
o

lo
re

ct
a

l 
C

a
n

ce
r 

C
a

re
 G

ro
u

p

M
e

ta
b

o
li

c 
a

n
d

 E
n

d
o

cr
in

e
 D

is
o

rd
e

rs
 G

ro
u

p

In
fl

a
m

m
a

to
ry

 B
o

w
e

l 
D

is
e

a
se

 a
n

d
 F

u
n

ct
io

n
a

l …

W
o

u
n

d
s 

G
ro

u
p

G
y
n

a
e

co
lo

g
ic

a
l 

C
a

n
ce

r 
G

ro
u

p

D
ru

g
s 

a
n

d
 A

lc
o

h
o

l 
G

ro
u

p

In
fe

ct
io

u
s 

D
is

e
a

se
s 

G
ro

u
p

B
o

n
e

, 
Jo

in
t 

a
n

d
 M

u
sc

le
 T

ra
u

m
a

 G
ro

u
p

H
IV

/A
ID

S
 G

ro
u

p

F
e

rt
il

it
y
 R

e
g

u
la

ti
o

n
 G

ro
u

p

E
p

il
e

p
sy

 G
ro

u
p

H
y
p

e
rt

e
n

si
o

n
 G

ro
u

p

T
o

b
a

cc
o

 A
d

d
ic

ti
o

n
 G

ro
u

p

S
k

in
 G

ro
u

p

H
e

a
rt

 G
ro

u
p

B
a

ck
 G

ro
u

p

E
a

r,
 N

o
se

 a
n

d
 T

h
ro

a
t 

D
is

o
rd

e
rs

 G
ro

u
p

In
co

n
ti

n
e

n
ce

 G
ro

u
p

B
re

a
st

 C
a

n
ce

r 
G

ro
u

p

H
a

e
m

a
to

lo
g

ic
a

l 
M

a
li

g
n

a
n

ci
e

s 
G

ro
u

p

C
o

n
su

m
e

rs
 a

n
d

 C
o

m
m

u
n

ic
a

ti
o

n
 G

ro
u

p

M
o

v
e

m
e

n
t 

D
is

o
rd

e
rs

 G
ro

u
p

U
p

p
e

r 
G

a
st

ro
in

te
st

in
a

l 
a

n
d

 P
a

n
cr

e
a

ti
c 

D
is

e
a

se
s …

M
u

lt
ip

le
 S

cl
e

ro
si

s 
G

ro
u

p

M
e

th
o

d
o

lo
g

y
 R

e
v
ie

w
 G

ro
u

p

P
ro

st
a

ti
c 

D
is

e
a

se
s 

a
n

d
 U

ro
lo

g
ic

 C
a

n
ce

rs
 G

ro
u

p

Lu
n

g
 C

a
n

ce
r 

G
ro

u
p

C
h

il
d

h
o

o
d

 C
a

n
ce

r 
G

ro
u

p

S
e

x
u

a
ll

y
 T

ra
n

sm
it

te
d

 D
is

e
a

se
s 

G
ro

u
p

O
cc

u
p

a
ti

o
n

a
l 

S
a

fe
ty

 a
n

d
 H

e
a

lt
h

 G
ro

u
p

% Publications

% Citations



 

   
 

6 

Figure 3: “Impact Factor” for each CRG (i.e. number of cites in 2010 to reviews published in 2008–2009, divided by the number of reviews 

published in 2008–2009) 
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Figure 4: % CRG impact factor difference 2009-2010 for each CRG 
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3. How the citation data compare to Wiley Online Library usage data: 
 

a) Each Review in CDSR, regardless of publication date, was accessed in full-text format on 

average 589.96 times during 2010 (4615 articles accessed 2,722,663 times).  This is an 

increase of 6.4% on the 2009 figure of 554.60 (4524 articles accessed 2,508,999 times). 

 

b) The top ten most accessed  reviews are:  

 

Review Title 
Full Text 
Accesses 

Abstract 
accesses 

CRG 

Interventions for preventing falls in older 
people living in the community 

11057 18799 
Bone, Joint and Muscle 

Trauma Group 

Interventions for preventing obesity in children 10557 20180 Heart Group 

Interventions for preventing falls in older 
people in nursing care facilities and hospitals 

7841 16046 
Bone, Joint and Muscle 

Trauma Group 

Interventions for treating obesity in children 7595 14297 Heart Group 

Support surfaces for pressure ulcer prevention 6252 11772 Wounds Group 

Discharge planning from hospital to home 6142 11804 
Effective Practice and 

Organisation of Care Group 

Interprofessional collaboration: effects of 
practice-based interventions on professional 
practice and healthcare outcomes 

5831 10493 
Effective Practice and 

Organisation of Care Group 

Midwife-led versus other models of care for 
childbearing women 

5350 9604 
Pregnancy and Childbirth 

Group 

Interventions for promoting smoking cessation 
during pregnancy 

5052 7823 
Pregnancy and Childbirth 

Group 

Interventions for enhancing medication 
adherence 

4971 10425 
Consumers and 

Communication Group 

 

 

4. The usage of  individual Cochrane Review Groups: 
 

a) Figure 5, details the number of publications and full text accesses contributing to the usage 

figure of 589.96 for each CRG as a percentage of the CDSR.  Figure 6 shows the average 

usage per review as accessed via Wiley Online Library during 2010 (regardless of 

publication date).  Figure 7 shows a comparison between the 2010 usage figure and the 

2009 usage figure for each CRG.  
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Figure 5: % Publications (dark blue) and % Full Text Accesses (light blue) of CDSR for each CRG (in order of percentage of publications) 
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Figure 6: Average number of full-text accesses during 2010 by Cochrane Review Group  
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Figure 7: % average full text access difference 2009-2010 for each CRG 
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5. Increasing the reach of Cochrane Reviews 
 

a) Podcasts are recorded, a Cochrane Journal Club is produced and Cochrane Reviews are 

press released on a monthly basis.  These three initiatives undoubtedly boost the usage 

of Cochrane Reviews and enable a global audience to access Cochrane Reviews in 

different formats. 

 

b) The top ten most accessed podcasts between March 12 & December 31 2010* are: 

 

Title 
Release 

date 
Unique 
Visits 

CRG 

Combined chiropractic interventions for low-back 
pain 

Apr 2010 659 Back Group 

Music therapy for acquired brain injury Jul 2010 547 Stroke Group 

Oxygen therapy for acute myocardial infarction Jun 2010 534 Heart Group 

Self-monitoring and self-management of oral 
anticoagulation 

Apr 2010 514 Heart Group 

St John's wort for major depression Oct 2008 508 
Depression, Anxiety 
and Neurosis Group 

Exercise therapy for schizophrenia May 2010 484 
Schizophrenia 

Group 

Vaccines for preventing influenza in healthy adults Jul 2010 479 
Acute Respiratory 
Infections Group 

Hormonal contraceptives for contraception in 
overweight or obese women 

Jul 2010 461 
Fertility Regulation 

Group 

Interventions for nausea and vomiting in early 
pregnancy 

Sep 2010 429 
Pregnancy and 

Childbirth Group 

Braces for idiopathic scoliosis in adolescents (Italian 
version) 

Mar 2010 379 Back Group 

*Data not available before March 12th 2010 
 

Podcast authors are encouraged (if it is possible) to record their podcast in a different 

language as well as English.  The 10th most accessed podcast in the table above is an 

Italian language version of Braces for idiopathic scoliosis in adolescents.  The third most 

accessed podcast Oxygen therapy for acute myocardial infarction was also recorded in 

Spanish.  To date, podcasts have been recorded in twelve different languages including 

Chinese, Hindi and Finnish. 
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c) The number of unique visits to the Cochrane Journal Club during 2010 are as follows: 

 

Title 
Release 

date 
Unique 
Visits*  

CRG 

Vaccines for preventing influenza in healthy adults 
Aug 

2010 
3761 

Acute Respiratory 
Infections Group 

Interventions for nausea and vomiting in early pregnancy 
Oct  

2010 
3208 

Pregnancy and 
Childbirth Group 

Regular treatment with formoterol and an inhaled 
corticosteroid versus regular treatment with salmeterol and an 
inhaled corticosteroid for chronic asthma: serious adverse 
events 

Mar 
2010 

3000 Airways Group 

Interventions for preventing falls in older people in nursing 
care facilities and hospitals 

Feb 
2010 

2610 
Bone, Joint and 
Muscle Trauma 

Group 

Oxygen therapy for acute myocardial infarction 
Jul   

2010 
2509 Heart Group 

Oral lactoferrin for the prevention of sepsis and necrotizing 
enterocolitis in preterm infants 

Jun   
2010 

2148 Neonatal Group 

Antiretroviral therapy (ART) for treating HIV infection in ART-
eligible pregnant women 

Apr 
2010 

1852 HIV/AIDS Group 

Ibuprofen with or without an antiemetic for acute migraine 
headaches in adults. 

Nov 
2010 

1606 
Pain, Palliative and 

Supportive Care 
Group 

Probiotics for treating acute infectious diarrhoea 
Dec 

2010 
1529 

Infectious 
Diseases Group 

Selective serotonin reuptake inhibitors for autism spectrum 
disorders 

Sep 
2010 

1130 

Developmental, 
Psychosocial and 

Learning Problems 
Group 

Reducing uncertainties about the effects of chemoradiotherapy 
for cervical cancer: individual patient data meta-analysis 

Jan  
2010 

1024 
Gynaecological 
Cancer Group 

Self-monitoring and self-management of oral anticoagulation 
May  
2010 

957 Heart Group 

* Data is taken from the first two months after release 
 

The top 10 Journal Clubs in the table above were viewed by a total of 174 countries 

including visits from 79 (70%) of the countries on the Cochrane Evidence Aid 

programme. 
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d) The five Cochrane press releases that received the most media attention in 2010 are: 

 

Issue Title CRG 
Number 
of clips 

Issue 9 
Morning Sickness: Still No Relief 
Cochrane Review: Interventions for nausea and 
vomiting in early pregnancy 

Pregnancy and Childbirth 
Group 

371 

Issue 5 

A Safer Alternative to Laser Eye Surgery? 
Cochrane Review: Excimer laser refractive surgery 
versus phakic intraocular lenses for the correction of 
moderate to high myopia 

Eyes and Vision Group 279 

Issue 4 

Migraine: Aspirin and an Antiemetic is a Reasonable 
Option 
Cochrane Review: Aspirin with or without an 
antiemetic for acute migraine headaches in adults 

Pain, Palliative and 
Supportive Care Group 

215 

Issue 2 

Review Highlights Health Benefits of Flexible Working 
Arrangements: Blood Pressure, Sleep and Mental Health 
Improve 
Cochrane Review: Flexible working conditions and 
their effects on employee health and wellbeing 

Public Health Group 196 

Issue 8 

Autism: Lack of Evidence for Antidepressants 
Cochrane Review: Selective serotonin reuptake 
inhibitors (SSRIs) for autism spectrum disorders 
(ASD) 

Developmental, Psychosocial 
and Learning Problems 

Group 
135 

 
The Cochrane Reviews chosen for press release in 2010 generated interest and debate 

in from the well known publications such as The New York Times to the less well known 

Venezuelan based Globovision.  Publications from a total of 75 countries published 

articles from Cochrane press releases in 2010.  Figure 8 shows the spread of non-

English language coverage in 2010.  The countries represented are those who translated 

3 or more Cochrane Reviews. 
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Figure 8: Non-English language coverage of Cochrane Press Releases in 2010 
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Additional resources: 
 

 A Frequently Asked Questions document (FAQ) is available from The Cochrane Library 

homepage, which describes the CDSR impact factor and contains additional information 

about the citation index. You can access this document here. 

 If you have any further queries regarding the data presented in this report, please 

contact Gavin Stewart (gstewart@wiley.com). 

  

http://www.thecochranelibrary.com/SpringboardWebApp/userfiles/ccoch/file/Impact%20Factor/FAQ%20for%202010%20IF.pdf

